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2024-25 Scale-Up
Applications Open Now

Click to See the Menu

Click for Program Details

Each year, Iowa STEM provides materials and professional development to
thousands of educators and almost 100,000 students in grades PreK-12. This
year, independent reviewers from across Iowa selected 14 programs. We hope
you find the one that's just right for your students.
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Here's a quick review of the basics:

Who can apply?
PreK-12 educators from the following organizations:

Public and private PreK-12 schools
Childcare centers
County conservation offices
Libraries
County extension offices
Home school associations
Other formal and informal youth organizations who deliver STEM
education programming for PreK-12 youth (scouts, 4H, etc.).

​Timeline:
January 8 - Application opens
February 28 - Application closes
April 8 - Awardees notified
July 1, 2024 thru May 31, 2025 - Implementation

Need help getting started?
Please contact Dr. Sarah Derry if you have any questions about the programs
or the application process.

email: sarah.derry@drake.edu
call: 515-271-2403
schedule a 30-min zoom

Step 1: Set-Up an Iowa
Grants Account
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PDF of Instructions for 1st Time Users

Link to Iowagrants.gov

All educators will need to create a user profile at Iowagrants.gov website.
Approval takes up to 72 hours, so please plan that time into your calendar.
The flyer picture above can help you navigate the process. The buttons in blue
have additional resources to assist along the way.

If you have any trouble with the system, please email Sarah at
sarah.derry@drake.edu. The SC Hub is always here to help.

https://dom.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/2023-06/Login Instructions - with screenshots Dec 8.pdf
https://www.iowagrants.gov/index.do
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Step 2: Get to Know the
Programs

Please note that each Program Provider will be hosting at least one 20-30
minute informational webinar for educators to learn about their respective
program.

*
All About Balance

Watch your children become more curious and engaged as they actively
explore the role of balance within the world of objects, and with their own
bodies.

Grade Level: PK-2
Contact: Beth VanMeeteren, University of Northern Iowa, Iowa
Regents’ Center for Early Developmental Education. Email:
Beth.VanMeeteren@uni.edu
Website: https://regentsctr.uni.edu/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 12 @ 3:45 pm Register
January 18 @ 3:45 pm Register
January 19 @ 3:45 pm Register
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January 25 @ 3:45 pm Register

*
Artificial Intelligence for Educators

AI for K-12 Educators is a professional development series that provides
educators with a high-level understanding of how Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and Machine Learning (ML) impact our society.

Grade Level: K-12
Contact: Samantha Dahlby, NewBoCO samantha@newbo.co
Website: https://newbo.co/education/educators/ai-professional-
development/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 31 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Blackbird Code

A collection of online curricula that teaches math or science through the lens
of coding. Students write real, text-based programs which bring to life the
core concepts they are learning.

Grade Level: 6-12
Contact: Ness Blackbird, Blackbird Code, ness@blackbird.com
Website: https://blackbirdcode.com
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 24 @ 3:00 pm Register
February 26 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Derivita Math

Platform maximizes the impact of your current math curriculum and
increases student engagement in math.

Grade Level: 6-12
Contact: Doug Sovde, Derivita, doug.sovde@derivita.com
Website: https://www.derivita.com/getting-started-onboarding
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 8 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Exploring and Connecting to Iowa’s Agriculture

Exploring and Connecting to Iowa’s Agriculture is a two-day professional
development workshop that engages educators with agriculture professionals
and classroom curriculum.
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Grade Level: 2-8
Contact: Cathryn Carney, Iowa Agriculture Literacy
Foundation, ccarney@iowaagliteracy.org
Website: https://www.iowaagliteracy.org/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on;
January 25 @ 3:30 pm Register

*
FUSE Studio

FUSE creates onramps to deeper STEAM engagement and encourages
STEAM exploration through an innovative, challenge-based approach and
studio-like environment.

Grade Level: 4-12
Contact: Reed Stevens, Northwestern University, reed-
stevens@northwestern.edu
Website: https://www.fusestudio.net/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 17 @ 4:00 pm Register
January 23 @ 4:00 pm Register
February 5 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Investigating Everyday Phenomena

A program designed to captivate young minds while demystifying real-world
phenomena. 

Grade Level: K-5
Contact: Valerie Cole, hand2mind, Inc., vcole@hand2mind.com
Website: https://www.hand2mind.com/iowascaleup
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
February 6 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Making Innovative STEM Connections

This lesson design framework focuses around the idea that making and
tinkering are ways to engage student’s minds and build conceptual
understanding around academic content.

Grade Level: PK-8
Contact: Robert Burnett, Science Center of
Iowa, rob.burnett@sciowa.org
Website: https://www.sciowa.org/education/professional-
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development/educators/making-stem-connections/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 23 @ 1:00 pm Register (PW: 387966)
January 25 @ 4:30 pm Register (PW: 607407)

*
Positive Physics, Chemistry, Physical Science,

Biology, Environmental Science & Engineering
An engaging, online lesson and problem bank. The site was designed to be
accessible to students on any level from basic to AP.

Grade Level: 6-12
Contact: Jack Replinger, Positive Physics, jack@positivephysics.org
Website: www.positivephysics.org/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 24 @ 3:30 pm Register
February 21 @ 3:30 pm Register

*
Robo Wunderkind STEM Program

Offers easy-to-use building blocks and a series of age-appropriate coding apps
that develop computational thinking skills and spark a curiosity for STEAM in
young learners.

Grade Level: K-5
Contact: Jamie Guidry, Robo Wunderkind,
Inc., jamie@robowunderkind.com
Website: https://www.robowunderkind.com/us/home
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 18 @ 4:30 pm Register
January 23 @ 7:00 pm Register

*
Spatial Vis: The First Step in Design for Engineering

and Technology
A tool to teach freehand sketching in 3D and improve students’ spatial skills.
Ideal for Computer Aided Design (CAD), 3D printing, math and engineering.  

Grade Level: 6-12
Contact: Lelli Van Den Einde, eGrove Education,
Inc., lelli@egrove.education
Website: https://egrove.education/
Fact Sheet
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Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 22 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Storytime STEM-packs: STEM + Computer Science

Incorporate age-appropriate STEM+C concepts into children’s programming.
Children collaboratively explain phenomena or solve the problem, thereby
making sense of the STEM concept.

Grade Level: PreK-2
Contact: Gabriela Rose, Allegheny Intermediate Unit Math & Science
Collaborative, gabriela.rose@aiu3.net
Website: Storytimestem.com
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 10 @ 3:30 pm Register
January 17 @ 5:00 pm Register
February 6 @ 3:30 pm Register
February 20 @ 5:00 pm Register

*
Teachley Math

Enhances K-5 core math curricula by building students’ conceptual
understanding, fluency, and problem-solving skills across addition,
subtraction, place value/base ten, multiplication, fractions, and
measurement/data.

Grade Level: K-5
Contact: Rachael Labrecque, Teachley, LLC, rachael@teachley.com
Website: https://www.teachley.com/
Fact Sheet

Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 17 @ 4:00 pm Register
January 29 @ 4:00 pm Register
February 13 @ 4:00 pm Register

*
Turing Tumble

A revolutionary STEM game that teaches how computers work at a
fundamental level. Students build marble-powered, mechanical computers to
solve a series of structured logic puzzles using their own hands instead of a
screen.

Grade Level: 3-12
Contact: Anna Riechers, Upper Story, anna.riechers@upperstory.com
Website: https://upperstory.com/
Fact Sheet
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Informational webinar(s) will be hosted on:
January 17 @ 11:30 am Register
February 1 @ 4:30 pm Register
February 20 @ 7:00 pm Register

Step 3: Tips for Applications
that Get Great Results

Good vs. Great Essay Responses

There are four essay responses in the Scale-Up Educator application. Here are
tips on what distinguishes a great response from a good one.

Program Integration Question:
How will the STEM Scale- Up program fit into and improve your
current STEM units, lessons, curricula? Please provide a specific
example (3000 character limit).

A GREAT response shows clear, specific evidence of how you plan to
collaborate with other educators, businesses, and others to meet the
requirements of the program as described in the program’s fact sheet.

Implementation Plan Question:
Describe he implementation plan and the students for whom, when,
and where the STEM Scale-Up program will be used so that reviewers
can understand for whom and when the program will be
implemented (3000 character limit).

A GREAT response does more than just describe the who, when, and where
of implementation, it includes rationale for these choices.

Sustainability & Growth Question:
The goal of the STEM Scale-Up Program of the Iowa Governor’s
STEM Advisory Council is to “seed” or start programs (not
sustain). What is your plan to cover the costs of sustaining this
program in future years (supplies and materials, fees, additional
training, etc.)? (3000 character limit)

A GREAT response provides clear evidence of the level of involvement from
partners in sustaining the program. Are you consulting them? Are they
working alongside students?

Reach High Need/Under-Served Question:
A great response provides evidence that you considered the barriers
to participation that impact the specific under-represented
populations of youth in the community served. What actions are in
place or will be in place to reduce those barriers?
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A GREAT response provides evidence that you considered the barriers to
participation that impact the specific under-served populations of youth in
your community. What actions are in place or will be in place to reduce those
barriers?  

Change in Procedure

Administrator approval has long been a required step in the procedure. In the
past, applicants could provide the signature after submitting the application.

This year, the administrator signature step will be a part of the
application before you can submit it, so talk to your administrator as
soon as you can.

We hope this makes it easier to a.) communicate with building leaders and b.)
complete the process in a simple and timely way.

Helpful Resources

Write your application with the rubric and sustainability in mind. We've
gathered a few resources to help along the way.

A copy of the STEM Scale-Up Program application
Scoring Rubric
Iowa’s Regional STEM Managers and a map of the STEM regions
Need guidance on sustainability sources? Click here to learn more
about the various ways to build partnerships in your community.

Step 4: Want to talk
Scale-Up? Call Sarah!

Need an expert, guest speaker, storyteller,
cheerleader, community connector?

Connect with Dr. Sarah Derry virtually or in-
person! Click on the option that best fits into
your schedule.

Schedule a 30 minute zoom
meeting with Sarah

Schedule an in-person Scale-Up
Q&A with Sarah (45 minutes)

Email is always an option, too!
sarah.derry@drake.edu.

https://iowastem.org/sites/default/files/Scale-Up Application template-2023-24.pdf
https://iowastem.org/sites/default/files/Scale-Up Edu App Rubric for FY24 - Final Draft.pdf
https://iowastem.org/regions
https://iowastem.org/sites/default/files/Scale-Up-Application/STEM Scale-Up Sustainability Resources.pdf
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Upcoming Events
January 8 -- Scale-Up Applications Open
January 9 -- SC Advisory Board Meeting, 3-4pm
January 15 -- DUE: Applications for Linking Science, Mathematics &
Literacy for ALL Learners
January 17 -- Math Standards Public Forum
February 3 -- Middle School Science Bowl
February 3 -- Climate Smart Agriculture: Rethinking Iowa’s Land,
Water, and Food Production
February 9 -- IMMAWII Education Day STEM Fest
February 8 -- STEM Day at the Capital
February 28 -- Scale-Up Applications Due by 4:59pm
March 1 -- Iowa Latino Education Summit
March 2 -- High School Science Bowl
April 9 -- Iowa Physics Competition
June 10-13 -- Water Science in Iowa Workshop for Teachers

Email us details on your STEM event so we can help
you share it!

South Central Iowa STEM | 2702 Forest Ave., Des Moines, IA 50311
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