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STEM Happens

201415 a Strong Year
for Iowa STEM

Ever wonder how all the information collected in the ScaleUp threepart
evaluation is used? There is a 326page answer!
This year's Iowa STEM Evaluation report found that Iowa students who
participated in programs of the STEM Council last year outperformed their
peers in mathematics and science across all grade levels on the Iowa
Assessments (bar graph from page 147 of the report). To see the full report,
click HERE.
Here's a quick look at some other interesting results:

STEM Day at the Fair Video
Register NOW for DMACCAnkeny STEM
Fest!
STEM BEST/RLE Update
Find STEM News!

STEM Day at the
Iowa State Fair

Thanks to everyone who volunteered,
exhibited or attended STEM Day at the
Fair! Want more festivals? See below to
check out our upcoming one at DMACC.

DMACCAnkeny STEM Fest

Register NOW!

Students, those who took part in STEM ScaleUp programs scored
an average of 6 percentage points higher in mathematics and science
on the Iowa Assessments.
Iowans answering a telephone survey overwhelmingly believe that
advancements in STEM will give more opportunities to the next
generation.
The study found 376 new businesseducation partnerships formed
through Iowa STEM programs last year.
Fouryear college degrees are up considerably.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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More students are taking Advanced Placement STEM courses.
More high school teachers are getting their initial license in STEM
areas.
ACTtested graduates are increasingly interested in STEM across all
demographic subgroups including males, females, African Americans
and Hispanics.
Although there is plenty to celebrate in the annual review of Iowa STEM,
there are a number of opportunities to improve as well. If you have additional
questions, send a note to the Hub or email Dr. Erin Heiden, project
coordinator at the UNI Center for Social and Behavioral Research
at Erin.Heiden@uni.edu.

WHEN: Oct. 19, 2015
WHERE: FFA Enrichment Center
AnkenyDMACC Campus
1055 SW Prairie Trail Pkwy
Ankeny, IA 50023
WHEN: 68 PM
Several SC STEM Advisory Board Members represented the Hub at the September 15
Statewide STEM Advisory Council and Executive Leadership Committee Meeting. Left to
right: Rosemary Peck, Dr. Kari Hensen, John Arbuckle, Stacey Singleton, Lt. Governor Kim
Reynolds, Katherine Harrington, Robert Volp and Amber Pargmann.

Click to register as a PARTICIPANT or an
EXHIBITOR or VOLUNTEER.
Print this flyer for your school:
2015 AneknyDMACC STEM Fest Flyer
FREE * FUN * OPEN TO ALL

STEM in the Community

Books from Bobby Utilizes

Hub's Lending Library

We Love Teachers!
Training season is now complete for the
SC STEM Hub. With every ScaleUp
Award comes the opportunity for
professional development. And that's when
the fun begins!
Pint Size Science Training: Light & Color

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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Tierra and Shaddai, top left, build a fuelcell car. "I love STEM," said Shaddai. "I came here
for knowledge and experience. Most careers are STEMbased. If you can do STEM, you'll be
able to do almost anything." Madda, Darrell and Weeder, top right, were among the driven
competitors at the workshop. Teacher volunteer Jacqueline Stewart, below, provides
guidance for the fuelcell cars. "It's important that young people consider alternative energy,"
said Stewart. "This gets them thinking creatively about it, and who knows how that will
manifest itself in the future."

ST Math Training: Math Concepts Online

AWIM Training: 3 Rooms of Movement

Books from Bobby hosted STEM MakeandTake Workshops from 68 p.m.
on September 13 at the Jessie Franklin Taylor Education Center. The
workshops were free, open to all kids in grades K12 and included a
meal. Using materials and kits from the SC STEM Hub's Lending Library,
organizers pooled resources, space usage and funding from DMACC,
DMPSD, Doing More for the Core, John Deere and Sam's Club.
Ben Gweah, Books from
Bobby President, said, "I
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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want these children to
grow up and improve
themselves through
STEM. They'll be better
thinkers, have a better life.
Put attention in STEM and
you can be somebody in
the futurea teacher,
engineer, doctor,
scientist."
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Ben Gweah, Books from Bobby President, helps build a fuel
cell car.

Projects included fuelcell
cars, skimmers and windmills, sampling three different STEM ScaleUp
programs. Students worked through as many stations as time allotted,
testing, remaking and retesting their creations. At each station, the message
was clear: You can solve this. Never give up.
Darrell, 7th grade, said, "My friends told me about the workshop. We all
thought it sounded fun. I like putting things together."
Bridget Neely, a parent and STEM volunteer, brought her son to the event to
participate and help. "He's interested in aviation, so I thought this would be
a good experience for him. Maybe he can even help the younger kids and be
an inspiration to some of the others."
Each evening, over 20 students participated. Divided in age groups,
volunteers helped facilitate the activities and engage all skill levels. Those
volunteers came from John Deere, Nationwide, ISU students, Sigma
Gamma Rho and more.
Des Moinesarea teacher Jacqueline Stewart dedicated around 45 hours to
planning and facilitating the event because "the experience of making,
engineering, modeling and creating is invaluable. They're being exposed to
so many STEM ideas here."
Tierra, 9th grade, plans to go into nursing and was willing to share some of
her advice for success. "Participate in STEM programs and volunteer. Set
your mind to accomplishing your goals, and never doubt yourself."

EiE Training: The Design Process

***************************************************************************************
Stacie MitchellGweah and Ben Gweah are the CoFounders of Books from
Bobby. This is the group's first year of participating in ScaleUp
programming with FTC and Ten80 awards. "I think introducing STEM in a
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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nonthreatening, supportive situation encourages students to really engage in
the activities," says MitchellGweah. "These workshops serve as an
introduction to concepts they'll see again."
STEM is just one of programs the organization supports. If you'd like to
learn more about this communitybased nonprofit, please click HERE.

STEM in the Classroom

Nominate an Outstanding
STEM Teacher TODAY!
The Iowa Governor's STEM Advisory Council, in partnership with
Kemin Industries, launches the second year of the I.O.W.A STEM Teacher
Award with a call for nominations of Iowa's best K12 STEM educators in
the state.
CLICK HERE to nominate a teacher through December 11, 2015. Once
nominated, teachers may complete an application to be reviewed by a panel
of judges who will select the six award recipients. Honorees will be
announced in April 2016.
The award recognizes teachers who are Innovative, Outstanding, Worldly
and Academic (I.O.W.A.). One fulltime, K12 teacher from each of the six
STEM regions across the state will receive the award for their ability to
inspire and encourage students to develop an interest in STEM. The six
teachers selected will each receive $1,500, with an additional $1,500
designated for use in their classroom.

"I hope they feel comfortable leading students
to know more about technology and math,"
said EiE's Christopher Soldat (at right), "and
how their science lessons contribute to solving
design problems."

"We're honored to support Iowa's educators for all they do to engage young
minds and increase awareness of the vast opportunities available in today's
STEM fields," said Dr. Chris Nelson, cochair of the STEM Council
and Kemin president and CEO. "STEM is at the foundation of our business,
and we appreciate teacher's efforts to express the enormous impact
students can make in these careers, for not just themselves, but in the lives
of all Iowans and beyond."
Eric Hall, Hoover IB Coordinator, and Maureen
Griffin, Hoover STEM Academy Director, at work
in one of the building's RLE classrooms.

STEM BEST and RLE Update
The 2015 STEM BEST/RLE applications
are currently being reviewed. Thank you
to all who applied! Awardees will be
announced November 2nd.

Hoover's Speaker's Bureau
In the meantime, schools are coming up
with their own ideas on how to better
connect students with professionals. If
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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you'd like to support South Central's 2013
STEM RLE recipient, Hoover High School,
we encourage you to participate in their
STEM Speaker's Bureau.
The purpose of the Hoover Speaker's
Bureau is to bring professionals into
Hoover STEM advisory classrooms to
share inspirational career stories with
students.
If you're interested in sharing 30 minutes
of your time, between now and the end of
the year, with Hoover students, please
click HERE.
Or, if you're an educator or student, maybe
this will inspire an idea to try at your
school. If so, let the Hub know how we
can help.

Looking for more
STEM news?
Kacia Cain, last year's SC STEM Hub Regional Award Winner, teaches at Central Campus.
See more photos of this remarkable educator receiving her award here!

Manager:
Dr. Sarah Derry
Call:
5152712403

Calling all Elementary and Secondary

PreService STEM Teachers!
The University of Iowa College of Education, the SE Regional STEM Hub of
the Governor's STEM Advisory Council, and the Kirkwood Regional Center
at the University of Iowa will be hosting a PreService STEM Teacher
Conference on November 6 & 7.
The goal of the conference will be to provide preservice teachers from
across the state, interested in STEM teaching and learning, a chance to find
out more about different approaches and opportunities in STEM education
and to network with one another.

Find us at:
SC STEM Hub
Drake University
School of Ed
3206 University Avenue
Des Moines, IA 50311
Email:
scstemhub@drake.edu
Website:
https://scstemhub.drake.edu/

REGISTER HERE!
Date & Time:
Friday November 6 (4:00 pm  8:00 pm) and Saturday November 7 (8:00 am
 4:00 pm)
Check out our calendar!
Location:
The Kirkwood Regional Center at the University of Iowa, 2301 Oakdale
Blvd., Coralville, IA 52241

Remember to send us your STEM events
and news, too! We can help you promote
your event.

Cost:
Through the generous support of sponsors, there will be virtually no cost to
participate. Firstcome, firstserve basis. For travel reimbursement, please
email KristineBullock@uiowa.edu.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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Hotel:
A block of 50 rooms has been reserved at the Heartland Inn in Coralville for
conference participants.All booking must be done by a faculty sponsor.
Please email Dr. Sarah Derry at scstemhub@drake.edu for details.

STEM Mentors

Meet STEM Mentor Coordinator

Tatiana Christian
Q. What is your role as the new
STEM Mentoring Coordinator?
A. A core part of my role as the
STEM Mentoring Coordinator at the
Iowa Mentoring Partnership is that
I'm working to find more STEM
volunteering opportunities and listing
them on Get Connected, the Iowa
database for volunteering. One of my
goals for this year is to help youth
interested in STEM find mentors
(preferably those already in the
profession) who want to help them
by fostering their interest, navigating
career opportunities or discovering a If you'd like to connect with Tatiana Christian
about STEM mentoring, please email her
new hobby.
at Tatiana.Christian@iowa.gov.
Q. What brings you to Iowa and this position?
A. I'm in Iowa for AmeriCorps service, so I'm the VISTA (Volunteer In
Service to America) for the Iowa Mentoring Partnership, which is part of
Volunteer Iowa. I came across this position because I was specifically
looking for STEM related placements. While living in Philadelphia, I was a
STEM volunteer and have an interest in technology. I realized that I've
always had an interest in STEM  wanting a career in Marine Biology,
Herpetology, Wildlife Biology  but hadn't connected the dots until a few
weeks ago!
Q. What can your office do for interested parties? Who is your target
audience?
A. For people who are interested in volunteering, their best bet is to sign up
on Get Connected, a statewide volunteer database. It's the same for
agencies who want to promote their volunteer opportunities, just list it on
Get Connected. The site recently launched, so it would be wonderful for
more people to use it and to encourage others to do so! Our target audience
includes people and, by extension, agencies interested in service work
around Iowa, particularly those in STEM areas.
Q. How does Volunteer Iowa relate to the Million Women Mentor Initiative
that Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds began last year?
A. We've partnered with Million Woman Mentor because they're invested in
recruiting more STEM mentors (specifically women) for youth. We also
serve on the Executive Council for MWM. So it's an obvious and mutually
https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1122137170111&format=html&printFrame=true
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beneficial relationship!
For more information, please email: Tatiana.Christian@iowa.gov. They can
also look for opportunities on Volunteer Iowa or the Million Women Mentors
Iowa websites.

Events
Add these dates to your calendar!
October 6  Future Ready Iowa Roundtable, Waukee
October 19  DMACCAnkeny STEM Festival
November 2  STEM BEST/RLE Announcement
November 2  ISU IT Expo Day
November 8  Brooklyn, IA STEM Festival
February 23  IHCCOttumwa STEM Festival
April 14  DrakeDes Moines STEM Festival
Spread the word about STEM EVENTS in your community!
Visit the South Central STEM Calendar to get details on these
events and see LOTS more!
To submit your STEM event, click here!
Forward this email

This email was sent to scstemhub@drake.edu by scstemhub@drake.edu |
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